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"As regards the first question, where there is a non-
violent atmosphere, where there is the constant teaching of
Ahimsa, woman will not regard herself as dependent, weak
or helpless. She is not really helpless when she is really
pure. Her purity makes her conscious of her strength. I
have always held that it is physically impossible to violate
a woman against her will. The outrage takes place only
when she gives way to fear or does not realize her moral
strength. If she cannot meet the assailant's physical might,
her purity will give her the strength to die before he succeeds
in violating her. Take the case of Sita. Physically she was
a weakling before Ravana, but her purity was more than
a match even for his giant might. He tried to win her with
all kinds of allurements but could not carnally touch her
without her consent. On the other hand, if a woman depends
on her own physical strength or upon a weapon she possesses,
she is sure to be discomfited whenever her strength is
exhausted.

"The second question is easily answered. The brother
or father or friend will stand between his protegee and her
assailant. He will then either dissuade the assailant from
his wicked purpose or allow himself to be killed by him
in preventing him. In so laying down his life he will not
only have done his duty3 but given a new accession of
strength to his protegee who will now know how to protect
her honour."

"But," said one of the sisters from Poona, "there lies
the rub. How is a woman to lay down her life? Is it possible
for her to do so?" ,

"Ob!" said Gandhiji, "any day more possible for her
than for man. I know that women are capable of throwing
away their lives for a much lesser purpose. Only a few
days ago a young girl of twenty burnt herself to death
as she felt she was being persecuted for refusing to go in
for ordinary studies. And she perished with such cool
courage and determination! She ignited her sari with
an ordinary oil-light and did not so much as raise a cry,
so that the people in the neighbouring room were un-
aware of the happening until all was over. I do not give
these details to commend her example, but to show how